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MONTROSE RESTORATION COMMITTEE
Receives 2009 National Trust Main Street Accreditation
Montrose, PA (April 2009) – The Montrose Restoration Committee has been designated an accredited National Main Street Program for meeting the commercial district revitalization performance standards set by the National Trust Main Street Center.  Each year, the National Trust and its coordinating program partners announce the list of accredited Main Street® programs that have built strong revitalization organizations that have demonstrated their ability to follow the Main Street methodology.
 
“We congratulate this year’s nationally accredited Main Street Programs for meeting our established performance standards,” says Doug Loescher, director of the National Trust Main Street Center. “Rebuilding a district’s economic health and maintaining that success requires broad-based community involvement and support, in addition to establishing a solid organization with sound management that is committed to long-term success.”
 
The National Trust Main Street Center works in partnership with Coordinating Main Street Programs throughout the nation to identify the local programs that meet the National Trust’s 10 basic performance standards. These standards set the benchmarks for measuring an individual Main Street program’s application of the Main Street Four-Point Approach® to commercial district revitalization. Evaluation criteria determines the communities that are building comprehensive and sustainable revitalization efforts and include standards such as developing a mission, fostering strong public-private partnerships, securing an operating budget, tracking economic progress, and preserving historic buildings. For more information on the National Main Street Program accreditation, visit www.mainstreet.org/nationalprograms. 
 
The organization’s performance was evaluated by The Pennsylvania Downtown Center, which is the coordinating organization for Main Street programs in Pennsylvania. 
“The MRC Board of Directors is proud to be delivering on their promise to keep the town of Montrose attractive and pedestrian-friendly for both residents and visitors by completing the Public Avenue phase of the downtown streetscape project this year.  The new sidewalks, curbing, lighting, and street trees will restore some of the original charm that had been lost over time.  The strip of bluestone block will remind people that although we value modern safety standards, we haven’t forgotten the area’s bluestone heritage”, says Debbie Nagle, Executive Director for the Montrose Restoration Committee.
The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a non-profit membership organization bringing people together to protect, enhance and enjoy the places that matter to them. By saving the places where great moments from history – and the important moments of everyday life – took place, the National Trust for Historic Preservation helps revitalize neighborhoods and communities, spark economic development and promote environmental sustainability. With headquarters in Washington, DC, nine regional and field offices, 29 historic sites, and partner organizations in all 50 states, the National Trust for Historic Preservation provides leadership, education, advocacy and resources to a national network of people, organizations and local communities committed to saving places, connecting us to our history and collectively shaping the future of America’s stories. For more information, visit www.nationaltrust.org. 
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